
Section 1: “Chinese Poet among Barbarians” 

Questions 4 through 10 of your exam refer to the poem below. 
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SECTION 2: “On the Grasshopper and the Cricket” by John Keats 

Questions 11 through 16 on your exam refer to this poem. 
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Section 3: “Po Boy Blues” by Langston Hughes 

Questions 17 through 21 on your exam refer to the poem below. 
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Po’ Boy Blues 
Langston Hughes, 1902 – 1967 
 
 When I was home de 
Sunshine seemed like gold. 
When I was home de 
Sunshine seemed like gold. 
Since I come up North de 
Whole damn world’s turned cold. 
 
I was a good boy, 
Never done no wrong. 
Yes, I was a good boy, 
Never done no wrong, 
But this world is weary 
An’ de road is hard an’ long. 
 
I fell in love with 
A gal I thought was kind. 
Fell in love with 
A gal I thought was kind. 
She made me lose ma money 
An’ almost lose ma mind. 
 
Weary, weary, 
Weary early in de morn. 
Weary, weary, 
Early, early in de morn. 
I’s so weary 
I wish I’d never been born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 4: “Acquainted with the Night” by Robert Frost 

Questions 22 through 28 on your exam refer to the poem below. 
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Acquainted with the Night 
Robert Frost, 1874 – 1963 
 
 
 I have been one acquainted with the night.  
I have walked out in rain—and back in rain.  
I have outwalked the furthest city light.  
 
I have looked down the saddest city lane.  
I have passed by the watchman on his beat  
And dropped my eyes, unwilling to explain.  
 
I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet  
When far away an interrupted cry  
Came over houses from another street,  
 
But not to call me back or say good-bye;  
And further still at an unearthly height,  
One luminary clock against the sky  
 
Proclaimed the time was neither wrong nor right  
I have been one acquainted with the night. 

 


